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Akiko Sengenji Nanami Takahashi Motoharu Yano 


Yano's high school classmate Nanami works in Tokyo. Nanami’s boyfr iend. His 
in Tokyo. She meets Nanami She's ina relationship girlfriend Ni ‘ana-san died. 
five years later by coincidence. with Takeuchi, but... 

\ 


After moving to Tokyo, Yano has been busy with part-time jobs. He’s 
gradually started to feel the distance between himself and Nanami. When 
he finds out his mother has a serious illness, he focuses on working to help 
pay doctor bills rather than studying for college entrance exams. But Yano 

keeps all this secret from Nanami because he doesn’t want to worry her. 


Sengenji offers a helping hand to Yano, for she too is in love with him... 
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'MMAKING |= 
= SOME 
COFFEE, SO 
YOU SHOULD 
GET UP 
SOON. 


l | 
| i} 
you LESS KY 1 a 
| OKAY i me 
NO. Ny. BO? - sa? 1] || ASLEEP TN: 
NS YOU WANT BP 
4 i TOGO f 
G9 ToTHE WEREN'T YOU f= 
UN HOSPITAL? GOING TOVISIT |. 
| gust 7c AN YOUROLD L. 
NEED TO . ; WORKPLACE 
SLEEP. se On om TO SAY HI? 
* iS 
MM... 
ff ) i 
a ee SORRY. 
WHAT CAN |i) 2) 


YOUEAT? |) | 


AH. 
SHE NEEDS 
TO BE 
ADMITTED 


END OF THE 
MONTH. 


AGAIN AT THE | — 


T 


WHAT 
us|? 


BACK BY 
THEN, 


BEEN 
FEELING 
AND | THOUGHT WELL THE 
| HAD BEEN PAST FEW 
DISCHARGED 
FROM THE ANYTHING 
HOSPITAL FOR YOU WANT 


CANCER 
ORUGS. A 


INFUSION 
EVERY 
SHE 
MORNING AT 
ye an HES: A NEARBY 
STRENGTH HOSPITAL. 


GOOD... 


SHE WAS 

GOING TO 
START WORK 
THIS WEEK... 


SHE GETS 
AORIP 


BUT 
SHE HASN'T 


ARE YOU |) 
TAKING jl) 


AREN'T 


THINGS 


YOU HOT BRINGING 

IN THE TURN OUT 
FUTON? OKAY alee 
‘ SOMEHOW. FRIEND'S 


PLACE. 


THINGS 
NEVER GO 
THE WAY WE 
PLAN, HUH... 


. MESSED UP. 
aN 


CANCER 
CELLS 
INCREASE 
EASILY 
WHEN 
YOUR 
HEALTH 
\ HAS DE- 
\ CLINED. 


KEEP 
your MISTIC. 


SPIRITS UP 


THIS 
BOOK 


«WHEN YOU SAYS... IS 
SMILE, NK THAT 
CELLS THAT 50? 
= FIGHT CANCER 
ARE CREATED 


INSIDE YOUR 


LOOKS 
LIKE YOU'VE 
DONE 
SOME 


WE HAVE 
TO KEEP 
SMILING 
FROM 
NOW ON. 


TOGETHER, ;,, 
DON'T. 
ss 


: i 


WW yO 
© Of 
Unga 1 2 


| 
i wet- 
COMe!! 


bin 4 


S “4 


After 
all this 
time...2 


JUST A 
FRIEND! 


WHOA... /\ 
YOU'VE GOT == 


AVAULTED 
CEILING IN | 


" GIVE ME A 
I] TouroF |i 
I) YOUR HOUSE | \ 


; . : | 
’ “ CE WHI 
ew’ yon SINCE |i! 


AFTER MEAN... 


LALAMI 
‘Sohal we THAT 
EMBAR- 
RASSING 
STATE- 
MENT 
| MADE 
FINE IF HE LAST 
MPRETED WEEK... 


WELL... 
| oY 
I'LL HELP 
PROTECT 
sa WHAT IS 
om glk PRECIOUS 
ceilings. 


( ) se 
bh ANYWAY, EVEN IF | 
TOLD HIM TO TALK 
| ABOUT HIS PROBLEMS, 
HE’S NOT THE KIND OF 
GUY WHO WOULD 
REVEAL HIS. WEAK- 
NESSES EASILY... 
—- 
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( ; : « y | 
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(| 


a 


OUT! 


Ja HURRY! 
| | oe LET HER 


SE aww 


«AT LEAST 
KIKI SEEMS \ | Yy ( 
TO LIKE \ A > ‘) IS THIS... 
LALAM(... \ i e GOING TO 
\ g 4 WORK? 


LALAMI |S 
WETTING 


WHY ARE 
YOU SO 
HYPED UP... 


Hi ys iS ~\ 

ag } we 

t \ \ FSS 
IN ‘ j ih | \ 

i (Mn \h " | A 

| { \ \ I \ 

\} 


STAIRS 
AND IT’S |f 


IT'S BEEN \ 


OVER A YEAR 
SINCE | 
MISSED MY 
OPPORTUNITY 
TO HAVE SEX 


We 


MMi 


Nal ane f 


IT’S BEEN A 
WHILE SINCE 
’'VE SEEN 
BOOBS IN 


THE REAL \ PERSON. 
THING IS SO : 


MUCH BETTER 


O 
THAN PICTURES \... ; 


IN MAGAZINES. 


IS STRONG \ 
ENOUGH TO 
BLOW AWAY 
EVERYTHING 
I'VE BEEN 
PROTECTING 
UNTIL NOW. 


LET ME 
ENJOY 
THE IMAGE 
IN MY HEAD 
ALITTLE 
LONGER. 


THAT OPTION 
DOESN'T 
EXIST INSIDE 
me. 


WAITING FOR 
CUSTOMERS 


SOMETHING 
INSIDE IS: 
WEAKENING 
my 
RELIABILITY... 


| CAN'T 
STOP 
THINKING 
WHY NOT 
aoe ABOUT 
SEX WITH 
HER THEN? 


WITH TITS 
BARED, 
RIGHT? 


WHY DOES 


| MAYBE 

IT'S THE 

| __WAR 

INSTINCT OPPOSITION | 
INSTINCT | Sl 
ASC MIND? 


IT ss / 
| DRIED 0) 0° - 

ee on = 
: ee 


ae 
[| ___Set 


= ee 
i ~ piss 
See / le 


| HOPE 
I CAN GOTO 
THE HOSPITAL 
SOON TO 
GET MY 
ANTI-CANCER 
ORUG 
TREATMENT... 


= 
WHAT “TO LIKE 
KINO OF male APLANT EXCUSE 
FLOWERS Sauer 
GOyoU |) Booms 
WANT: ALOT AND 
(9) “) 
Sl 
iy ee 
a arty 4 
ee sh 
(e) 
— mayBe 
SS SOMETHING \—7 
ZTE &} WITH RED OR 
Ly, SS oRaNGe 
BLOOMS 


THEN? AX 


HOW 


IT KEEPS Riri 
BLOOMING 


SOMETHING 
COLORFUL 
THAT MAKES 
YOU FEEL 


b> 
THEN IS \F © , 
THERE A Tr \ IT'SA 
BOOK ee NICE DAY. 
yoo > s WHY NOT 
LIKE TO GOFORA 
READ, OR WALK?. 
A MOVIE Ma "Mm NO... did 


_ peal nN FINE. 


| THOUGHT 
MY HEART WAS 
GOING TO 
STOP WHEN 
| SAW HIM 
OUTSIDE. 


HE'S 
YOUR 
FATHER. 


BUT 
YOU MUST 
LOOK AT 
HIM. 


“BF 


YOU'RE 
MY SON. 


| 
FORGIVE 


GOOD 
FRIENDS /, 
BACKIN | 


COLLEGE... |} 


THEN... 


SHE’S 
MICHIKO- 
SAN... 


MY HUSBAND WAS 
THE ELDEST SON 
OF HIS FAMILY, 
LEAVING ONLY A 
YOUNGER SISTER 
WHO GOT 
MARRIED. 


FORGIVE 
YOU FOR 
TRYING TO 
TAKE HIM 
FROM ME... 


ee THAT 
Boy |S 
INNOCENT 
IN ALL 


ao 
\ 


i i 
YOU'RE - 
COMING fF NO. 
OVER?! ; 
biP 


CY, 
am, Ls 


C~S 


<> 


) 


YOUR 
MASTER IS 
COMING 


SHOULD BE 
HERE IN 


ABOUT AN 


NOBODY 
IS GOING 
TO HAVE 
HIM! 


YOU WANT 
TO KEEP 
| WINNING 
J, OVER ME, 
DON'T 
YOU?! 


YOU GOT 
EVERYTHING 
YOU EVER 
WANTED... 


'M NOT 
SAYING 
RIGHT 


«AND NOW 


NOW. 
'M JUST YOU WANT 
YOU JUST \ TaLkine TO TAKE 
CAN'T HIM AWAY 
WAIT FOR FROM Me?! 
ME TO 


DIE, CAN 


| WON'T 
LET yOu 
HAVE HIM. 


HE'S MY 
CHILD! 
NOBODY IS 
GOING TO 
HAVE HIM. 


YOU GAVE 
BIRTH TO HIM 
OUT OF YOUR 

DESIRE TO 

STAVE OFF YOUR 
LONELINESS. 


DON’T 
EVER SHOW 
YOUR FACE 

HERE 


BUT THAT ! 
BOY'S LIFE E fe AGAIN! 


BELONGS TO 
HIM, NOT TO 
YOU. 


THAT BOY 
ISN'T 
KAZUYA, 
YOU KNOW. 


eee 


HOW 
FAR ARE 
YOu 
PLAN- 

NING 


\ 


«TO DRAG 
HIM DOWN 
WITH YOU? 


+s CON- 
SIDERED 
HAVING 
AN ABOR- 
TION. 


[ || THREATEN Py 
MY FATHER, 


RIGHT? 


IT DION'T 
WORK, 
BUT... 


«uel WANTED 
TO HAVE 
YOU... 


wALL TO 
MYSELF. 


WHY ARE 
YOU SO 
UPSET? 


WHEN | FOUND Fy 


OUT | WAS 
PREGNANT, 


INTENDED TO [2 xh 
GIVE BIRTH 

TO YOU FROM 
THE START. 


| WANTED 
HIS 


HERE!! 


YOU LIKE PINK 
FLOWERS, 
DON'T YOU? 


| WAS UP 
PLAYING A 


/ YOUNEVER 
| KNOW, THE 
MOMENT 
|LOSE 
| INTEREST IN 
YOU, | MIGHT 
| COMPLETELY 
TURN 
AGAINST 
YOU... 


«WHEN 
YOU'RE INA LIKE 
RELATION- LOVE... 
SHIP, BUT 
THAT'S NOT 
THE CASE. 


IT'S JUST 
AGAME. 


_- 


IT’S ALL 
JUST A 
GAME 
ANYWAY. 


IT'S USING 
SOMEONE 
ELSE TO 


IT CAN BE 
ONE WHEN BUT ISA 
YOURE AT-  RELATION- 

TRACTED TO one 
SOMEONE. GAME! 


THE 

IMPORTANT 
THING IS TO WIN 
AND CONQUER 
THAT PERSON. 


“ATTRACTION” 
EVENTUALLY 
BECOMES 


BUTA 
RELATIONSHIP 


BUT TO CAN'T SUSTAIN 
LOVE ISN'T ITSELF 
TO WIN AND ONLY ON 
CONQUER ATTRACTION. 
THAT 


PERSON. 


«TO LET 
THE OTHER 
PERSON 
WIN. 


MOTOHARU- 
KUN... 


OID 
YOU GET 
GOOSE 
BUMPS...? 


| KNEW YOU'D 
UNDERSTAND 
ME. 


SOI'M wl OVE 


WILLING TO AKI. 
WAIT FORHER 
TO GET 
THROUGH THIS 
CRUSH SHE 
HAS. 


| ATTRACTION 

| ISFUN, BUT 

| BEING IN 
LOVE IS 

\ TOUGH. 


LALAMI HAS 
GOTTEN 
USED TO MY 
HOUSE 
ALREADY. 


YOUR 
MOM |S 
GOING BACK 
IN THE 
HOSPITAL b 


GETTING 
TREATED |\ 


I'LL BRING 
SOME 
FLOWERS. « 


sl WOULD 
TRY TO 
CHEER HER 
UP BY 
DROPPING 
IN TO SEE 
HER... 


———— eS 


“| JUST 
SAW 
YANO... 


SEES 


REALLY 
WENT IN 
HERE?! 


PIMPING 
HIMSELF || 
OUT TO 
OLDER 

WOMEN!! 


ANEARL care 
GREY GLACE” 
TEA. 4 


7 THEY'LL | 
\ NOTICE 


US. 


YOu 
WERE 
SUR- 
PRISED 
TO'SEE 
ME THE 
OTHER 


SINCE | 
SAW YOKO 
AND YOU. 


MY HUS- pay. 
D0 YOU wn 
Remem-| BAND'S 


Wee Jena. 


OR DID 
SHE SAY 
SOMETHING 


TO YOU? = 


AS YOU 
KNOW, YOKO 
ANDO | WERE 


— AND | 


/ STARTED FRIENDS IN 
GOING OUT COLLEGE. 
RIGHT AFTER 


WE MET. 


AND SO 
WAS 
KAZUYA... were 


IN THE 

EVERYONE SAME SO ILL 
KNEW. TENNIS TELL YOU 
CLUB. STRAIGHT 


OUT. 


x 


/ 


WS / 

s —s 

HE WAS A 
PERSON <I 
WHO 


STOOD | SS 
OUT... oe 


AND 
HE HAD A 
CHARM THAT 
ATTRACTED 
OTHER 
PEOPLE TO 
HIM... 


.. ACADEMICS, 
ANY KIND OF 
SPORT... 


WELL... 
JUST 
LIKE YOU 


| WAS PROUD 
TO BEHIS 
GIRLFRIEND. 


BOTHER ME 
AT ALL. 


TALKING] | 


people Va 
MAY HAVE | ALWAYS 
THOUGHT MAY Knew! was 
THE BEST 
MATCH FOR 
HIM... 


WORKED 
HARD AT 
BEING THE 
BEST. 


| WAS 
THE 
QUEEN 
OF THE 
CAMPUS. 


' 1 1 ISTHE 


ICANT) | TEA 
2 TELL; | GOOD: 
a 


OURS though>s 
a 


\ 


YOU TWO MAY 


| | 
..BUT MY LIFE TH big ea ‘ FE 
eran MISERABLE... 


LIVING HELL 
FOR THE 
PAST TEN 
YEARS. 


| 
THOUGHT 
IF | SAW 
YOKO IN 
HER CUR- 
RENT 
STATE... 


.'D BE ABLE 
TO FORGIVE 
HER... ae 


| THOUGHT I’O 


FINALLY BE 
FREED FROM phe 
ALL THESE by cal 
TATTERS. 


FEELINGS... 


wl 'VE BEEN 
TORMENTED 
By. 


wal/M 
LOOKING 
ACROSS 

THE TABLE... 


AT THAT 
MAN NOW? 


+80 THAT 
MICHIKO 

WON'T TAKE 
HIM AWAY 

FROM ME... 


«TO START 
TREATMENT... 


YOUR 
BEST 
FRIEND, 
YANO. 


wll 


Chapter 41 


BuT| \g VE 
CAN'T TALK \y 
ABOUT 
JACKING 
OFF WITH 


YOU, CAN 
|? 


THAT'S 
ee so vatlty 
CRUDE! 


Wh 


THAT’S OF NO INTEREST TO ME, ~ 
\ 4 at / 


\ } W a . 7 


NO MATTER WHO MY 
FATHER WAS, WHOM 
| LOOK LIKE, OR HOW. | 
MUCH YOU TWO 
OBSESSED OVER HIM.. 


eae 


wl WILL NEVER CONSIDER 
THAT MAN MY FATHER. 


| CUT HIM OFF FROM MY LIFE. 
A LONG TIME AGO. ‘ 


IT'S ALOT 
EASIER IF 
YOU THINK 


ABOUT IT 
AS SOME- 
THING THAT INEVER 
NEVER HADA 
HAPPENED. FATHER... 


«PLEASE 


DON'T 

THAT'S .. AND YOUR COME 
WHAT | DO. HUSBAND TO OUR 
NEVER HAD HOUSE 


AGAIN. 


YOU ARE 
ON YOUR 
MOTHER'S 
SIDE, HUH. 


.. THE ONLY 
BLOOD 
RELATWE 
IVE GOT. 


TAKAHASHI 
TO ME 
SOMEDAY. 


Say AH... 
TAKAHASHI MAY AS YOUR 
NOT;WANT TO 


TAKAHASHI 
ISN’T THAT 
KIND OF 
PERSON! 


FRIENDS 
WITH 
AKAHASHI. 


I'M SURE 
SHE'LL LIKE 
YOU TOO. 


\ 
YOUR } | 
LET'S WAIT waite |. | a 
more eis ceibm Se 
UNDERGO ec) Wy wart? 
WEST OR TREATMENT ateiey - (.& 
YET. r 
IMPROVE. ARE STILL 2 ae 
Low. | We. <> 
— fs 
= | oS 
BUT... | | iz 
( ) a 
oo \\ UZ a 
«WON'T THE Ne | NO 
CANCER CELLS TREATMENT 
START TO = FOR NOW? 
MULTIPLY AGAIN | 
IF |DON'T 
UNDERGO 
TREATMENT 
Now? 
L, | JUST 
MRS. YANO, PLEASE STAY IN PLEASE... 
| UNDER- ——— aN DON'T |] my HOUSE 
STAND ‘ WORRY. AND 
HOW YOU ~ YOUR WORRY... 
FEEL... > BODY 
2 Oy WILL BE | 
= \ \ FINE. | J 
————— | ve 


..BUT IF WE 
ADMINISTER 
THE DRUGS TO 
YOU NOW... 


YOU'LL DIE 
BEFORE THE 
CANCER 
DOES. 


Zp 
Lae 


‘\ ANYWAY, 


THERE'S 
NO NEED 
TO GET SO 
FRUSTRATED 
ABOUT IT. 


hs WEEKS. 


T T ae 
Bee 
Z|] ITSONLYA 
' On \) Few more 
| 
| 


AND THERE 
ARE TONS OF 
PATIENTS WHO 
ARE TRYING TO 
BEAT CANCER 
WITHOUT ANY 
DRUGS... 


| «AND 
LIVE 
HEALTHY... 


you 
EXPECT ME 
TO RELAX 
IN THIS 
SITUATION? j\ 


TOGO 
LIVE WITH 
MICHIKO, | 
AREN'T | 
YOu?! 


.. YOU'RE 
GOING f 


«AND SPREAD 
THROUGHOUT 
MY BODY... 


CANCER 
CELLS MAY 
KEEP 
INCREASING 
NOW... 


BUT | 
GUESS | 


SHOULON’T 


EVERYONE 


CAN BE SO 
CAVALIER... |:; 


+.BECAUSE 
IT'S NOT 

HAPPENING 

TO THEM! 


i 


. 


. 


\ 
| 


LK? 
V 


‘DON’T 
GET FRUS- 
TRATED.” 


| 


if 


i 


vi 


WHY DO 
| HAVE TO GET 
HELP FROM A 
COMPLETE 
STRANGER 
AFTER ALL 
I'VE BEEN 


THROUGH...? fe 


«BUT THAT 
DOESN'T 
MEAN HE 

ACCEPTED 

ME. 


wDON'T 
EVEN KNOW 
THAT 
WOMAN, 
SO I'LL 
NEVER GO 
LIVE WITH 
HER. 


MOM, NONE 
OF THE 
THINGS YOU'RE 
STRESSING 
OVER ARE 
GOING TO 
HAPPEN. 


WHY ARE 
you 
BROODING 
ABOUT 
WHAT I'LL 
DO AFTER 
YOU DIE? 


ANO DON'T 
JUST DECIDE 
THAT YOU'RE 

GOING TO 

OIE. 


GAVE 
BIRTH 
TO 
YOU... 


+. GOING 
ANYWHERE. 


ee 


{ 

H why 
Aa 14 
. (ht 

Lill Hs . 


ee 


wee 


ee 


|S ABOUT 


| \ YaRs> 
! gl CEREMONY 


Every one | 
us alread 


brea? i 


reco Eco 
ay \ h Z 


ih / } 
yA SEN 
HY yoyl 


— 


DO YOU 
THINK 


"M 
\ WEIRD? 


WHAT IS IT 
ABOUT YOU 
THAT YOU THINK 
IS WEIRD? 


Ss“ 

THaT | £ 
( WAS 
\\ \ QUICK. ( 
\ ~ 


5 2 TE YOURE weir \\ /(\’ 
( a4 sila XS —\ Z| FOR ASKING ME 
b Bo fees IF YOU'RE 
Bee Fs WEIRD. 


G Y, jy es 
Wh \ e 
Nak EN | 
IN \ ri eo i aa 
i (Ke 
FAMILIES C yy Ss 
OFTEN SAY 
THE SAME 
THINGS, 
DON'T THEY? VY) THAT'S 
we NORMAL, 
/) ISN'T IT? 
\A 


Wy 


THE PERSON 
WHO GIVES AND 
THE PERSON WHO 
RECEIVES—DEEP 
DOWN, THEY BOTH 
NEED EACH 
OTHER. 


THOSE WHO 


RELY ON J 

OTHERS SUCH Ng 
AND THOSE AS? 

OTHERS 

RELY ON. 


AM i 


3¢@ 


fii i 


THOSE WHO 
ARE RELIED 
ON NEED 
SOMEBODY TO 
NEED THEM. 


THE ONE BEING 


RELIED ON |S LOOK AT 
PSYCHOLOGICALLY IT FROM 
<< DEPENDENT ON ANOTHER 
my THE PERSON WHO ANGLE... 
| | NEEDS HIM. 


BUT 


EVERYONE 
NEEDS 
SOMETHING 


THERE’S A 
| FINE LINE 
BETWEEN | |} 
STRENGTH | P 


AND 
WEAKNESS. 


ONLY JUST 


THAT THERE 
ARE THOSE 


WHO BASE 
THEIR LIFE ON 


PROTECTING 


SOMEBODY 
ELSE, TO 


ALWAYS BE 
THERE FOR 
THAT OTHER 


PERSON... 


jo fF 


: | _ SS 
| Poa j ) \ My } NN 
TAKE A ti 


eel VK 
ONCE y\' 
a MY HAIR Le f 

— 


YOU'RE 
) GETS ALL 
DONE WITH ITY MESSED { 
UP WHEN- ad ) 


ANSWERED 
THE PHONE 
FOR THE 
PAST 
THREE 
DAYS... 


‘| CONNECT 

ME TO THE 
NURSES’ 
STATION HELLO? 


| |APOLOGIZE OH, 
FOR CALLING MR. 
YOU ON YOUR YANO. | 
CELL. ’ 


I'VE BEEN 
CALLING YOUR 
HOUSE TO 
ARRANGE A DATE 
FOR YOUR 
MOTHER’S NEXT 
BLOOD TEST. 


THE 
TELEPHONE 


CORD GOT 34) 
PULLED OUT? Wy 


sihnk 
Ks 
MOM... [g Ff 


BE | 
CAREFUL) 
WITH THE 
PHONE / 
1GOT CORO. 
ACALL 
FROM THE 
HOSPITAL 


™" 


I'M TRYING 
TO TELL YOU 
THAT IT’S 
GOING TO 
CAUSE WHAT 


PROBLEMS ARE YOU | 


IF THE TALKING 
HOSPITAL ABOUT? 
CAN'T 
CONTACT 
us. 


DON'T 
YOU GET 
IN TOUCH 

THAT 
WOMAN 
EITHER. 


I’M NOT 
LEAVING THIS 
HOUSE 
EMPTY. 


IM NOT 
GOING IN FOR 


TREATMENT... 


IT 
DOESN'T 
MATTER. 


TALKING 
ABOUT? 


HEY, YOU 


MUST 
NEVER IX 
wwSHE LET THAT | 
4 CHANGED WOMAN— 
aie (=| HER MIND 
: ALL OFA 
f/ | CAN'T DO 
ANYTHING SUDDEN 
1 IETHE | AND says 
PATIENT SHE WON'T 
DECLINES 


THE 


ARE 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT? 


| OFTEN 
“| HAPPEN 


MENTAL TIENTS. 


" THINGS 
LIKE 


THIS 


WITH 
CANCER 
PA- 


TENDS TO BE 


ADT DL 


Se we 


BUT TO 
BE EXACT, 
I'M STILL 
17. 


’M SORRY 
TO CALL 
YOU SO 
LATE. 


=n | WAS 
| | BORN 

SORRY, : 
‘was’ AH \ \ aries. | 
LOOKING : LW 8 WHAT: : 
ATTHE 23" gS (pon? 

HOW & 

MANY 

MORE 

MIN- 

UTES? 


HAPPY 
18TH 
BIRTHDAY! 


DON'T BE 
MEAN... 


BY THE 
WAY, MY § 

| BIRTH- 

ALREADY DAY 
SENT IT! PRES- 
ENT... 


\ 
THERE'S : ) 
ONE \ 
MORE ‘) SORRY, | 
BIRTHDAY J | HAVEN'T 
PRESENT : 
| WANT 
FROM 
YOU. 


IMAGINA- 
TION. 


YOU'RE 
ABAD 
KISSER, 


LITTLE KID 
KISS LIKE 


wu l'VE BEEN 
| REMEMBERING | 
WHEN | FIRST 
MET YOU, 
TAKAHASHI. 


WAITING 
INSIDE THE 
CLASS- 
ROOM.. 


WHEN | SAID 
“BYE-BYE” 


FRIENDS FROM 
IDDLE SCHOOL... 


I'M 
STARTING 
BUT YOU TO GET 
gees " ; Z ING IT! 


TOO. 


+. YOU KNOW 

HOW | ONLY 
TALK TO 

GIRLS | LIKE, 


REALLY 
WORRIED 


( 


a4 


il A 


SO YOU 
WERE 
AWARE OF 


AWNt (Nt 


\) Za 


| THROW SOME 

CLOTHES INTO 
eto, ABAG AND GET 
ON THE PLANE. 


AFTER 
ILAND AT THE | 
AIRPORT, | GET |, 
ON ABUSTO F 
THE CITY... 


PLANE. 
FLIGHT.IS | 
AN HOUR } 
AND A 
HALF..: 


THE BUS 
ORIVES 
ALONGSIDE 
GREEN . 
FIELDS 
FOR 30 
-\ MINUTES. 


wwAND IT'S 
HEADED FOR 
TOTTORI. HARBOR 
Vv TOWN UP —=— 


Y NORTH. 


«CROSS 
THE ROAD, 
RUN PAST 

THE 
WELFARE 
PENSION 
HALL... 


..AND RUSH 
BACK TO MY 
HOUSE IN 
YANAGI- 
MACH!!! 


| OROP OFF 
MY BAG, 

GET ON MY 

BIKE... 


al 
» 


«RIDE THROUGH 
YANAGI-MACHI 
PARK... 


AND 
a PASTKOYO 
! jee yg] ELementary 
a \Keer \ SCHOOL. 
|| BloIne Rr 


TO RIGHT... 
YOU... se 


\ 


Y 


YOU MOVE 
ALL YOUR 
PART-TIME 
JOBS TO 
THE 


HAVE YOU 
BEEN? 


DIDN'T YOU 
EVEN TRY 
LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE 
ELSE? 


RUINED 
BECAUSE 
OF THAT 
Guy? 


‘ 


A 


YOU DION’T 

WANT TO 
FACE 

REALITY. 


WITH THAT 
GUY. 


EEA 


I 
J 
’ 
' 
! 


YOU SAID 
YOU WANTED 
TO MOVE TO 

TOKYO SO YOU 

COULD LEARN 
TO STAND ON 

YOUR OWN 
TWO FEET... 


| TOLD YOU 
| WASN'T 
GOING 
BACK IN THE 
HOSPITAL, 
DION’T 1? 


YOUR 
LIFE... 


WHY 
COULON'T 
YOU HAVE 
TRIED A 
LITTLE 
HARDER? 


THERE'S 
MORE 
THAN 
ONE 
PERSON 
IN LIFE... 


THERE’S NO WAY 


THAT ABSOLUTELY 
NO ONE ELSE 


«WHO CAN WOULD DO, 


BRING YOU 
HAPPINESS, 
YOU KNOW. 


IF I 
DON’T 
SLEEP, 
| WON'T 
BE ABLE 
TO WAKE 

UP... 


BUT IF YOU 
GO TO THE 
HOSPITAL, 


oe 


Chapter 42 


| DION’T 

REALLY 
ASK 

ABOUT 
Neca 


BUT IT 
SEEMS SHE 
HANGED 
HERSELF. 


FUNERAL 


\ 


DID YOU } 
CRYLAST |, \ 
NIGHT? [[ Hi) 


iW 


want You. 


SERVICE 


YOKO 
YANO 


EVERY- 
ONE 
FROM 


| SCHOOL 


IS OVER 
THIS 
WAY. 


io ® 
wo 


/ WHO 


COULD'VE | 
EVEN 
IMAGINED 
THIS? 


STILL 
BACK IN 
MY 
HOUSE... 


COULO’VE 
EVEN 
IMAGINED... 

wy 


YANO 

Uf os \ | LOOKS 
WIN | LIKE 
THATS 
RIGHT... 


WHEN HE 
SMILES. ; 


HE ALWAYS 
HAD SUCH A 


THAT’S 
THE YANO | 
REMEMBER... 


|.FEELS... 


} 4 


EVERY 
THING: 


HOW LONG 
WILL IT 
TAKE TO 
CREMATE 


THE MAN 
WHO WAS 
STANDING 

NEXT TO 

YANO—WAS 

THAT HIS 

FATHER? / 


ww HELL 
START 
SMILING 
AGAIN 
LIKE HE 
ALWAYS 
DOES. 


| ..THAT BOY | 
| MAY HAVE 
\ GONE...? 


HE WAS 
HERE A 
MINUTE 
AGO. 
| WONDER 
WHERE HE 
WENT. 


f 


THANKS) 
ANYWAY. 


IS HE tg 
eon WAY... 
TO STAY 
ALONE +. WHAT 
IN THAT WILL HE 
APART- DO AFTER 
MENTE) TANS? 


NO, I'M 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
AFTER 
TO- 
NIGHT] 


UM... 


RANE 


BY 


HIS 
FATHER 
WILL 
PROBABLY 
STAY 
WITH HIM 
TONIGHT. 


THERE'S 


NO NEED 
TO BRING 
THAT UP 
WITH HIM 

Toppy... fi {/ 


wl HAVE WORK 
TOMORROW, 
SO | MUST 
TRAVEL BACK 
HOME 
TONIGHT... 


| BUT THE 
FUNERAL 
HASN'T 
=| EVEN § 
FINISHED | 

YET. 


| NEED TO 
TALK TO HIM, 
SO PLEASE 
LET HIM KNOW 
I'M LOOKING 
FOR HIM. 


BUT IF | 
~  \YOU. KEEP, 
YOULL 
A COLLAPSE. 
COLLAPSE, | 


4 
t 
5 


\ THIS UP. | 


a J 
oy os, i — 


RELATIVE 
OF YOURS |S |-— 

LOOKING 

FOR YOU. 


BACK 
THEN... 


| 


WANTED 


TO sss 


HOLD 
HIM 
CLOSE. 


EVEN THOUGH HE WAS SITTING JUST A FOOT AWAY FROM ME, 
THE DISTANCE WAS TOO GREAT... 


» 46) <Ors 


WHEN YANO LOST YOU, 
HE LOST HIS REASON TO LIVE. 


«HIS INTERNAL COMPASS... 


~ | a8 \ Ih \\ \ 
Mal 
\ \ \ ) ] 


AND BEFORE LONG... 


..HE PARTED WAYS... 


WITH US ALL. 


— 


S 


I'VE 
COME 
FOR YOU. 


IDIOT! 


SO LONG? _ 


I'M FINE... 
WELL, I’M 
NOT THAT 
FINE, BUT... 


(nate tO 

qawatt tt, 

tou | 
dow, 


BUT YOU'VE 
BEEN DOING 
WELL, 
RIGHT? 


X 


KN 


TAKEUCHI- 
KUN TOLD 
ME WHAT 

HAPPENED... 


VE 
BEEN SO 
WORRIED... 


WHEN YOU 
WERE 


4 WITH ME, 


YANO, ‘a 


THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH 
FOR THE 
MANUSCRIPT. 


_< 
i 


FEEL ALL THE ICAME IT'S 
FREETO WAY HERE TO oe OKAY. BUT YOU 
HITME — FROM Hl ON VACA DIDN'T HAVE 
TION, SO| 
UP! A TO BRING IT 
DECIDED oes 
—a ING TO OROP YOURSELF, 
ABOUT BY. ’ 
NN SENSEI. 


WHAT DO YOU WAR RB 
WANT TO EAT? KK P 
'LL TAKE YOU On [7 MP : THEN WHY 
ANYWHERE YOU , (f Ry, DON'T | 
A it DV TAKE YOU 


TO DINNER 
TONIGHT? 


| FEEL 
BAD. 
IT'S AS 
IF | 
CAME 
HERE TO 
HIT YOU 
UP FOR 
AFREE | 
MEAL... 


FRENCH 
RESTAU- 
RANT? &) 


DION’T YOU 
TELL ME 
YOU WERE 
GOING TO 


RESTAU- 
RANT 
THAT HAS 
GOOD 


TO BECOME A 
TOP-NOTCH 

EDITOR I'LL 
NEVER BE 

ABLE TO 


TAKAYANAGI- 
SENSEI! 
CAME ALL 
THE WAY 
HERE FROM 
FUKUOKA!! 


if 


ARE YOU 
WEARING THE 
SAME CLOTHES BY THE 
YOU HAD ON WAY, 
YESTERDAY AND NANAMI 

THE DAY BEFORE ae 


TELL ME 
IF YOU HAVE 
TROUBLE 
GETTING A 
RESERVA- 


‘| HARD, 
: But | 
| WAS AS- ner ehange my 
SIGNED TO |\\\\Y pili! mii underwear \\y, 
THE EDITORIA \\ q& MY : Ry Od ana use the 


DEPARTMENT: 


compan 
FA MEN’ care 


shower 
room 
to bathe. 


MOUNTAIN 
OF WORK 


THROUGH THE 


There ave MATERIAL | 
others who dow't HAVE TO HAND 
have any trouble OVER TO S- 
with the SENSEI, SUBMIT 
vmust — Workload, Ee CORRECTIONS 
FOR THE 
fs LJ ; GIRLS-IN-BIKINI 
rf PAGES, TAKE 
TAKAYANAGI- 
SENSEI TO | 


DINNER... 


AND I’M 


«TO BEING 


aera STARTING 
CONSUMED TO GET 
BY WORK. ADDICTED. 


DINNER 
WITH BB 

TAKEUCHI-§ 

KUN. 


IT'S BEEN 
TWO 
WEEKS? 


eA "mM 
\\ MAKING 
\\ SOME 
ae p SALAD 
SIXTEEN wae gar 
DAYS... Lg \)\ i 
PLAN, Wh 
| ANy- \ | \ 
WAY... ae 


BECAUSE 
OURWOBS! 
ARE HARDLY; HAVE 
ISN’'TITTOO you 
MUCHTO OKAY? 

DROP BY MY 

PLACE 

TODAY? 


TAKAHASHI... |} 
YOU CAN HOLD fj 
YOUR LIQUOR }; 


A TAKEUCHI- 
KUN. 


DO YOU WANT 
TO SEE THE 
TV SHOW | 
_-\ RECORDED? 


HE MUST 
BE REALLY 
TIRED... 


TACTED 
ME TOO. 


.. ORWEN j : : 
HER INTO ; ; LIVING WITH 
A | HIS GRAND- 
CORNER. | MOTHER IN 
: SAPPORO 
FORA 
WHILE. 


IKILLEO 
My 
MOTHER. 


AWAY HIS 
PAST. 


THE 
THINGS HE 
HAD UP 
UNTIL THAT 
MOMENT. |: 


THE THINGS 
HE CHER- 
ISHED... 


EVERY- 
THING... 


DION’T 
BELIEVE 
HIM... 


HE SAID 
HE'D 

- THROW IT 

vv ALL AWAY... 


«WHEN HE 
TOLD ME 
THAT. 


HOW COULD 
HE THROW 
EVERYTHING 
AWAY? 


I'VE KNOWN 


HIM FORA 
LONG TIME... 
ARE 
YOU Soaoneoanns 


SAYING [es 


+ YOU TRULY 
OON'T LOVE 
TAKAHASHI 
ANYMORE? 


THE 
IMPORTANT 
THINGS IN 
HIS LIFE 
WERE. 
TELL ME 
(| YoubON'T 
\ LOVE HER 


ANYMORE. 


WAS SURE 
HE'D COME 
BACK ONE 
DAY. 


«TAKE 
IT, 


BUT 
YOU MUST 
COME 
BACK. 


... WHAT YOU 


CHERISH 1 
ABOVE ALL eal 
ELSE. 


AWAY... 


AND 
DON’T SAY 
THINGS 


BUT LIKE... 
HE DION’T 

COME 

BACK. 


.. YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
THROW IT 
ALL AWAY. 


| MADE THE 
WRONG 
DECISION. 


YOU'VE 
GOT EVERY 
RIGHT TO 
RESENT 
ME. 


WE ALL 
| WENT 
_\ | THROUGH 


WE’ALL 
SUFFERED, 
BUT I THINK... 


DID WHAT 
WE 
BELIEVED 


DON’T 
REGRET 
WAITING 

FOR 
YANO 
AT ALL. 


“PM SORRY I'MSORRY YANO, 
| COULDNT... FOR” -M SORRY 
“SHARE LEAVING _| DIDN'T 
“THE PAIN YOU ALL KNOW AND 
ZWITH YOU. , ALONE: THAT 
| WASN'T 
| THERE FO ek 
| YOU WHEN IT 


\ AEA 


NONE OF 
WHAT 
HAPPENED 
WAS 
YOUR 

FAULT. 


2 o* Laon 


=b) 
en? 


Z—w 
y 


WHY DON'T | \ 
YOU SLEEP 
OVER 


HERE 
TONIGHT? ,\ 


I'VE STILL 


\ \\ \\\ | GOT Some |= 


WORK TO 


KEEP IT 
OPEN. 


PLL MAKE | gd? 
SURE I'M |\P% 
FREE!! 


LET'S GO 
OUT TO EAT 
FORA 
CHANGE. 


WELL, 


WE'RE 
BOTH 
VERY BUSY 
BUT THESE 
NOTHING DAYS. 
HAS 
PROGRESSED 
AFTER THAT 
DAY A YEAR 


AGO. 


HAPPY? 
BUT IT’S NOT. 
LIKE IT WAS“ 

WHEN YOU,WERE \ 


I'M 
SLOWLY 
BUT 
SURELY 
MOVING 
FOR- 
WARD... 


| DON’T 
UNDERSTAND 

TAKEUCHI-KUN 
SOMETIMES. 


| DON’T WANT 

HIM TO FEEL 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR IT. 


f Dongs 
Ito 

D5ntcone 

S80no0n 


PERFECT 
HAPPINESS... 
EWE 
TALI | NS AS 


| KNOW 


ho wale 
THING TO ITS A My 
EAT... \ » 


DREAM... 


ay 


=== S| YESTER- 
—===—\ DAV...” 


THE ‘ADULTS’ 


HIDEOUT” 5TU PID. 
FEATURE | TO 
° EXPECT 
IT'S ANICE IT. 
FUSION OF 


JAPANESE 
AND 
ITALIAN! 


I'M THINKING 
ABOUT 
MAKING A 
RESERVATION 
THERE ON THE 
27TH!! 


LET'S 
DOA 
BIRTHDAY 


PLANS WITH 
TAKEUCHI- 


REALLY TELL 
IF YOU TWO G 
ARE GOING 


«FORGETTING 
YANO THAN 


wHlS 
PRESENCE 
GROWS BIGGER 
INSIDE ME 
EVERY YEAR. 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK IT 
MEANS TO 
FORGET? 


YOu 
DON'T 
HAVE TO 
FORGET 
HIM. 


JUST PUT 
IT AWAY 
INSIDE A 
BOX IN THE 
CORNER 
OF YOUR 
HEART... 


CHANGES... 


MORE I’M 


AND 
EVERY NOW 
AND THEN, 
TAKE OUT 
THE BOX, 
OPEN IT 
UP... 


Heu, | LIKE: 
What woulg THE 
You do if WAY... 
You met ne 
Yano wow? 


«AND 
REMEMBER 


eee) 


THE TO BE 
FEELINGS ABLE TO 
“| HAD REMEMBER 


Would THE PAST 


dg YANO... 
punch 
him? 


.. SUDDENLY 
REVIVE. 


PLEASE 
TAKE A 
LOOK. 


WE 
ENGRAVED 
THE INITIALS 
AND DATE 
INSIDE LIKE 
YOU SAID. 


THIS IS THE 
ONE YOU 
ORDERED. 


«IF | EVER 


HAVE THE 
CHANCE» 
O MEET. 
HIM" 
AGAIN... 


SORRY 
TO HAVE 
KEPT YOU 
WAITING... 


TAKEUCHI- 
SAMA. 


IS 
ENOMOTO- 
SENSEI AT 

HOME? 


THIS IS 
TAKAHASHI 
FROM THE 

WEEKLY MUST 
EDITORIAL 
DEPARTMENT. 


WHICH DAY 
NEXT WEEK 
WOULD BE 
GOOD FOR 

you? 


/ \VMCALLING 
TO ASK ABOUT 


THE “PERSON 
| WANT TO 
MEET” 
SECTIONIN 3 
ISSUE 42. 


THERE ANY 
MESSAGES 


PERSON WAS |. 
DIFFICULT 
TO INTER- 


VIEW. 


THE 
WRITER 
ANO | 
BOTH 
BROKE 


OUT INA 


COLD 
SWEAT. 


PLEASE 
DON’T TELL 
TAKAHASHI 


“| SEE YOU 


“7 youve 


FINALLY 
MADE UP : 
YOUR MINO. 
a 


“ai 
j= 


es sl 
“| LOOKING WHAT WOULD 
SEVERAL WERE TAKE 
|__| TIMES you ANOTHER 
BEFORE DOING COUPLE 
you ? YEARS 
EEAEED FOR YOU 
TO 
DECIDE. 
‘ee 
I'M ALWAYS YEAH, 
ABIT TOO | 
CAUTIOUS. GUESS 


IVE ALWAYS 
BEEN THE 
COMPLETE 
OPPOSITE 
wal EVERY Ee 
RESPECT. | 


HE’D SAY 


Mine IT WHILE | 
WAS STILL 
aca FIGURING IT HESITATING. 


EVERYTHING 


| COULON’T. els 


—-. 


THOUGH \ 
| COULDN'T 


wl WOULD 
HAVE FALLEN 
IN LOVE WITH 


\W\ 


|KNOW A 
=~. VERY GOOD 
“EXAMPLE OF 
HOW BEING IN 
LOVE ISN'T 
ENOUGH. 


I'M SURE THERE 
IS MORE THAN 
JUST ONE KIND 


OF HAPPINESS. at 


THERE ARE 
CALM, 
TRANQUIL 
KINOS OF 
LOVE TOO. 


LOVE THAT 
IS MEANT 


. TAKAHASHI 
ecm | wll 
HE CAN. NEVER FORGET 
MOTO FOR THE 
REST OF HER 


LIFE. 


YOUCAN ¥F 
i] 


DOIT, 
TAKEUCHI- 
KUN. 


WHAT 
THEY 


SHARED... 


|. 


| 


YET EVERY 
NOW AND 


QUESTIONS 
COME TO 
MIND... 


THAT 
PURE 
SOURCE? 


THAT 
DOTING 
FOOLISH- 
NESS? 


THAT 
STRONG 
IMPULSE 

THAT URGED 
THEM ON 

BLINOLY? 


we THAT 
BURNING 
PASSION? 


| JUST ONE 
| MOMENT 
| WOULD BE 
| ENOUGH... 


\ 


\ 


WILL | EVER BE 
ABLE TO GIVE 
TAKAHASHI A 

MOMENT... 


we THAT IS 
EVERYTHING 
TO HER? 


AND 
NANAMI 
NEEDS TO 
MOVE 
FORWARD 
AND BE 


TAKEUCHI- 
KUN... 


| WANT 
HIM TO 
SUCCEED. 


«FOR 
EVERYONE 
TO FIND 
HAPPINESS? 


/ iw 
TANAKA-  HASHI.| | 
SAN, THE | 
WRITER, IS 
HERE. 


. 
\ 00 ! h, 


SCHEDULED é 
» | too mucH AHH) = 
OH, You WORK he, 
LOOK NICE TODAY TO a 
TODAY, KEEP THE 
TAKAHASHI- 
SAN. 


| HEARD THAT 
ENOMOTO- 
SENSEI LIKES 

VERY FEMININE 


I'M GOING 
TO ASK HIM 
LOTS OF 
PERSONAL 
QUESTIONS 
\ UNDER THE 

GUISE THAT 
THEY'RE 

FROM 
READERS 


THIS IS 
(| YOUR || 
iii FIRST YEAR 
IN THE 
COMPANY? |t 


WOMEN, SO... 


YOU HAVE A 
CALL FROM 
MOESIGN... 


Yes! 


| Gouosooe =) 


NO WONDER YOU 


LOOK LIKE A GIRL 
FRESH OUT OF 
WEARING LOOSE 
SOCKS! 


LOADS 
OF 
APPOINT- 


HAVE YOU 
MADE A 
RESER- 
VATION 

FOR THE 

27TH 
YET? 


BUT IT'S 
EXPEN- 
SIVE, 
“ RIGHT... 
? 


UH-HUH. 
| WENT THERE 
ONCE TO DO AN 
INTERVIEW. 
ITS A VERY 
NICE 
RESTAURANT IN 
A CHATEAU. 


I'VE FOUND 


THANKS. 
| WAS 


}}| STRESSING 


ABOUT 
WHERE TO 
GO. 


«SHOULD 
HELP YOU 
CREATE 
THAT 
MOMENT 
FOR HER. 


.YOUWERE [9 
REUNITED 
WITH HIM 
NOW? 


| DON’T THINK 
YOU CAN 
RELIVE THE 
PAST AS IT 
WAS... 


PROBABLY 
WOULON’T 


et 


wl’ BE 
HAPPY TO 
SEE HIM. 


| BUT TOO 
| MUCH 
| TIME HAS 
| PASSED. 


«FOR ME TO 
START OVER 
AGAIN. 


LIKE TO 


I'D LIKE TO KEEP MY 

MOVE ON PRECIOUS 
TO THE “I’M MEMORIES 
GONNA GET AS THEY 


STRAIGHT TO 
YOUR 
PROBLEMs*" 
SECTION 
OF THE 
MAGAZINE. 


ARE... 


| KEEP THEM 

INTACT BY NOT 
TOUCHING 

THEM. 


4 SURPRISINGLY, 
QUITE ALOT 
OF SINGLE 
WORKING 
WOMEN IN 
THEIR 30s AND 
40s READ OUR 
MAGAZINE 
TOO... 


SHE FINDS 
THE WHOLE 
PROCESS 

RECENTLY, OF GETTING 
SHE HAS TO KNOW 
EVEN SOMEONE AND 
THOUGHT GRADUALLY 
ABOUT GIVING FALLING IN 
UP AND LIVING LOVE 
ALONEFOR DIFFICULT... 


HER PROBLEM |S 
THAT SHE CAN © 
ONLY GO OUT WITH 
MEN SHE |S TRULY 
IN LOVE WITH. 


CalM.-- 


DOESN'T 
SHE JUST 
STAY 
SINGLE? 


I'D RATHER DIE 
AFTER HAVING 
ONE LAST 
PASSIONATE 


EVERYBODY ae whee 


HAS THE ff Wr wh 
OU, 
DESIRETO WELL, | —_ayatrst\ WW) ei S »E 


BECOME A BUT... 


CHILD AGAIN ola “ “yinae 
EVERY NOW yourse 
AND THEN, togerner- 


IT'S AVERY 
vel HONEST 
DESIRE... 


YOU STOP 
BEING PRE- 
OCCUPIED 
WITH WHAT |} 
|S RIGHT 

AND |. 
WRONG. | 


wHAPPI- 
NESS AND 
UNHAPPI- 
NESS 
EXIST IN 
THAT 
SPACE. 


YOU 
SIMPLY 
FOLLOW 


YOUR 
FEELINGS 
AND 
YOU USE DESIRES. WHEN 
YOUR HEAD YOU'RE 
TO MADLY IN 
LOVE WITH 
DETERMINE 
WHETHER SOMEBODY... 
OR NOT 
YOU'RE 


“HAPPY”... 


AND 


CHILOREN 
DON’T STOP 
TO THINK 
WHETHER 88 
ae LOSE ALL 
gt OBJECTIVITY, 
al RIGHT? 


| IT'S LIKE 
THE MIND 
OFA 
CHILD, 
YOU SEE. 


IT'S ASIF\\\: 
THEY LIVE \\\\ 
ONLY IN EACH |\ 
MOMENT... 


——_ K 


MUST'VE |. 
BEEN HARD,” |: 
“THAT 
MUST'VE 
Been}. 
PAINFUL”... /. 


wl 
EVER- 
LASTING. 


EVEN IF YOU 
CAN'T FALL 
MADCLY IN LOVE, 
YOU CAN 
ALWAYS GIVE 


THAT KIND 
OF LOVING 
TAKES 
EFFORT. 


ALTHOUGH... 


MMU NYO fy 


7 H \ | 


wy 


“| HATED 
MYSELF 
BACK 


THERE THEN.” 


ARE 
THOSE 
WHO SAY 

THOSE 
THINGS... 


..BUT BEING 
MADLY IN LOVE 
IS OVER THE 
MOMENT YOU 
CAN LOOK AT IT 
OBJECTIVELY. 


FEEL LIKE 
THAT 
AGAIN.” 


SOME 
PEOPLE 


we THAT 
KIND OF 
LOVING... 


wlSA 
TALENT 
ALL ITS 
OWN. 


j 
‘ 


ME Daa OISTEE: 


| MUST 
GET SOME 
SLEEP, EVEN 
IF IT’S ONLY 
Two 


1. AND 
SAID, I ie. 
DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING, 
BUT WOULD 
YOU PACK A 
BAG AND 
, COME WITH 
Me"... 


«WERE 
AN 
AOULT... 


(THAT 
SOUNDS LIKE 


' Ke 
| Y- N 501 CAN 
| \ | PROTECT 


\ OTHERS 
! RATHER 
THAN 
| sae NEEDING 
TO BE FRO- 
TECTED 


FA MYSELF. 


|WON'T GWE 
ANYONE 
CAUSE TO 


SAD. COMPLAIN... 


— 


THOSE ARE 

THE PEOPLE | 

ABSOLUTELY... 
WANT TO be = 
BE ABLE TO SS 5 eee 
PROTECT AS : => ee 
AN ADULT. — MY 


FAMILY... 


WOULD 
YOU PACK 
A BAG... 


| 
| 


..AND COME WITH ME? 


178 


NOT ME. 

BUT MY 

FRIEND IS. 
(IT'SA 

SECRET.) 

There are 

So MANY 

choices... 


why not, 

havéean/ PLL HAVE TO 
ASK THEM TO 
PUT OFF THE 


WEDDING 
GETTING "\ UNTIL MAY 


MARRIED? OR JUNE. 


) | YOU TAKE 
OVER AN 
INTERVIEW 


«NOW THAT 
r'VE READ 


TO WEAR A 
WEDDING 


THIS DOr. 
LAWN-PARTY 
STYLE 
WEDDING 
IS NICE. 


LUCK, 
TAKEUCHI. 


SC 
2 


| FEEL LIKE 
I'M STARING 
AT THE 
FUTURE 
| WANT NANAMI. 
YOU TO GO 1 
DOWN TO 
CLIEGES 
WITH THE 
{, PHOTOGRA- 
PHER AND 
TAKE 
PICTURES. 


uADESIGN Vf i 
STUDIO, I ee 
isn't IT? = AH DESIGNS, 
SOIWANT |’7" 
TO FEATURE 
THEM IN 
NEXT 
MONTH'S 


ALL THE 
CHAIRS 
ARE 
WEIRDLY 
SHAPED. 


WHERE’S 
THE MAP? 


I'VE MADE AN 
APPOINTMENT 
AT THREE 
O'CLOCK ON 
THE 27TH. 


THIS 
BuSsI- 
NESS 

CARD... 


HE’S THE 
ASSISTANT 
DESIGNER 
AT THE 
STUDIO. 


\ 


\ 
\ 


I'LL BE 
THERE 
RIGHT 
AWAY!! 


PLL BE DONE 
WITH MOST 
OF MY WORK 
TO RELAX e/ . 
WITH A FACE 


PACK TONIGHT 
TO PREPARE 


WE WERE THERE VOL. 11/END 


MAUAS 


WANA \ Weel 
es 


whi 


| 

SHARED 

A KISS 
WITH 
YOU. 


2 gS Lp 
a 


ie bia tee 
iy Ree es 


AS 
‘1ARGE ts” 

FLAKE: — * 
_@ 

SNOW 

Gat, 


I 
CHASED 


* YOU. ae 


( 
<F 
Notes \ 
i 


Honorifics 

In Japan, people are usually addressed by their name followed by a suffix. 
The suffix shows familiarity or respect, depending on the relationship. 
Male (familiar): first or last name + kun 

Female (familiar): first or last name + chan 

Adult (polite): last name + san 

Upperclassman (polite): last name + senpai 

Teacher or professional: last name + sensei 


Close friends or lovers: first name only, no suffix 


Nana-chan vs. Nana-san 
Nanami’s nickname is “Nana-chan.” Yano’s ex-girlfriend 


was a year older, so she was known as “Nana-san.” 


Terms 
The cup of coffee (900 yen) is about $9. 


Ahoge, or “silly hair,” is an otaku term to express hair that sticks up 


oddly, as seen in anime and manga. 


“Loose socks” are a type of baggy knee-highs that were popular among 
schoolgirls in the 90s. 


I've started going out for walks early in the 
morning. When I ride my bike, I go pretty far. 
The air is quite brisk in the morning, but drinking 
warm canned tea by the river is just heavenly. 


~Yuki Obata 


Yuki Obata’s birthday is January 9. Her debut manga, Raindrops, won 
the Shogakukan Shinjin Comics Taisho Kasaku Award in 1998. Her 
current series, We Were There (Bokura ga Ita), won the 50th Shogakukan 
Manga Award and was adapted into an animated television series. She 
likes sweets, coffee, drinking with friends, and scary stories. Her hobby 
is browsing in bookshops. 
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